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SUBJECT: SECVISIT LA: POSSIBLE ADDRESS TO BRAZILIAN POLITICAL 
SITUATION 

1. IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR THE SECRETARY, DURING THE COURSE 
OF HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT GEISEL AND POSSIBLE CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH GENERAL GOLBERY, CHIEF OF THE CIVIL HOUSEHOLD, 

TO INQUIRE CAREFULLY ABOUT THE BRAZILIAN POLITICAL 
SITUATION, ESPECIALLY THE OUTLOOK FOR DECOMPRESSION. 

2. PRESUMBABLY THE SECRETARY WILL BE ADDRESSING, EITHER ON 
HIS OWN INITIATIVE OR IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS FROM GEISEL, 
CURRENT POLITICAL DYNAMICS IN THE US AS THEY AFFECT FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (E.G., THE EXECUTIVE-LEGISLATIVE RELATIONSHIP, THE 
TEMPER OF CONGRESS AND PUBLIC OPINION). IN THIS KIND OF 
CONTEXT IT WOULD BE NATURAL AND APPROPRIATE FOR THE SECRETARY 
TO ASK A GENERAL QUESTION ABOUT BRAZILIAN POLITICAL 
EVOLUTION. I WOULD HOPE THAT, IN THE COURSE OF THIS 
DISCUSSION, THE SECRETARY COULD OBSERVE THAT WE HAVE WATCHED 
WITH INTEREST AND ADMIRATION THE PRESIDENT'S EFFORTS TO BRING 
ABOUT, SLOWLY AND SURELY, A POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT IN 
KEEPING WITH THE GROWING COMPLEXITY OF BRAZILIAN SOCIETY 
CREATED BY ITS RAPID ECONOMIC GROWTH. THE SECRETARY SHOULD 
ALSO NOTE THAT WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE DELICACY AND SUBTLETY 
OF THE TASK THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS UNDERTAKEN, THAT WE UNDER- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 02866 1521 14Z 

STAND THAT INDEED THERE HAVE BEEN SOME RECENT DIFFICULTIES, 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


AND THAT, AS FRIENDS OF BRAZIL AND BELIEVERS IN ITS BRIGHT 
FUTURE, WE WISH THE PRESIDENT WELL IN HIS EFFORTS. 

3. DEPENDING ON THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION, THERE MAY 
BE AN OPPORTUNITY IN THIS FRAMEWORK FOR THE SECRETARY TO 
MENTION THE HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTION, NOTING THAT THIS IS A 
MATTER OF WIDESPREAD INTEREST IN THE UNITED STATES, THAT 
CONCERNED SECTORS OF OPINION RECOGNIZE THAT ONE OF THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE DECOMPRESSION PROCESS IS TO IMPROVE THE 
OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THAT THIS IS ANOTHER 
IMPORTANT REASON FOR OUR HOPES THAT THE PROCESS CAN CONTINUE. 

4. CONCERNING GOLBERY, THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE OF THE CURRENT 
ATTACKS THAT HE, AS THE ARCHITECT OF DECOMPRESSION, WITH 
POSSIBLE PRESIDENTIAL AMBITIONS, IS UNDER FROM HARD- 
LINERS, WHO VIEW HIM WITH EXTREME SUSPICION. BECAUSE 

OF HIS SOMEWHAT EXPOSED POSITION, I BELIEVE THAT TOO OBVIOUS 
AN EFFORT TO SEEK HIM OUT MIGHT REDOUND TO HIS DIS- 
ADVANTAGE. THEREFORE, WE WILL SEEK OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
SECRETARY TO HAVE BRIEF CHATS, AS PRIVATE AS POSSIBLE, 

WITH HIM AT THE ITAMARATY WORKING LUNCH AND DINNER. THE 
SECRETARY COULD TAKE THE SAME LINE WITH HIM AS THAT 
SKETCHED OUT ABOVE FOR THE MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

5. 1 WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COMMENTS. 

CRIMMINS 
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